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Table 1: Condition of Designated Sites within the County Borough

] Area (Ha) , ..
Site Name SAC NNR SSS| Designated Features Condition
Marsh Fritillary Butterflies Unfavourable
Marshy Grassland Unfavourable
Aberbargoed Grasslands 39.8 42.2 42.6 Neutral Grassland Unknown
Purple Moor Grass Meadow Unfavourable
, Beech woods Unfavourable
Cardiff Woods 0.05 0.5 Mixed Woods Unfavourable
Cefn y Brithdir 47.8 Heath Unfavourable
Nelson Bog 279 Raised Bog Unfavourable
Swamp Unknown
Penllwyn Grasslands 9.2 Marshy Grassland Unfavourable
Memorial Park Meadows 3.8 Neutral Grassland Unfavourable
Llanbradach Quarry 3 Earth Science Unknown
Marshy Grassland Unfavourable
Gwaun Gledyr 28.3 Neutral Grassland Unfavourable
Ruperra Castle & Woodlands 62.6 Great Horseshoe Bat Favourable
Calcareous grassland Unfavourable
Cefn Onn 6.3 Frog Orchid Unfavourable
Wern Ddu Claypits 6.5 Earth Science Unfavourable
Lower Housg 0.1 Earth Science Unknown
Stream Section
Dan y Graig Quarry 0.6 Earth Science Unknown
Coed y Darren 2.3 Earth Science Unfavourable

Source: Baseline Assessment of Protected Sites, Natural Resource Wales (2020)




Table 2: Section 7 Species (Terrestrial Mammals) found in Caerphilly from 2015 onwards

Scientific Name

Common Name

Year of most recent record

Number of records from 2015 onwards

Barbastella barbastellus Western Barbastelle 2023 2
Erinaceus europaeus West European Hedgehog 2023 355
Lepus europaeus Brown Hare 2024 21
Lutra lutra Eurasian Otter 2024 93
Micromys minutus Harvest Mouse 2021 1
Muscardinus avellanarius Hazel Dormouse 2024 91
Mustela putorius Polecat 2023 12
Nyctalus noctula Noctule Bat 2024 163
Pipistrellus pipistrellus Common Pipistrelle 2024 274
Pipistrellus pygmaeus Soprano Pipistrelle 2024 196
Plecotus auritus Brown Long-eared Bat 2021 106
Rhinolophus ferrumequinum Greater Horseshoe Bat 2022 38
Rhinolophus hipposideros Lesser Horseshoe Bat 2023 16

Source: Nature Recovery Action Plan Baseline Data, Caerphilly County Borough Council (2026)




Table 3: Section 7 Species (Birds) found in Caerphilly from 2015 onwards

Scientific Name

Common Name

Year of most recent record

Number of records from 2015 onwards

Acanthis cabaret Lesser Redpoll 2023 303
Alauda arvensis Skylark 2023 917
Anthus trivialis Tree Pipit 2023 498
Botaurus stellaris Bittern 2017 1
Branta bernicla bernicla Dark-bellied Brent Goose 2017 3
Caprimulgus europaeus Nightjar 2023 94
Charadrius hiaticula Ringed Plover 2023 56
Chroicocephalus ridibundus Black-headed Gull 2023 1380
Circus cyaneus Hen Harrier 2023 33
Coccothraustes coccothraustes | Hawfinch 2023 46
Cuculus canorus Cuckoo 2024 389
Dryobates minor Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 2024 13
Emberiza citrinella Yellowhammer 2021 10
Emberiza schoeniclus Reed Bunting 2023 864
Falco tinnunculus Kestrel 2023 529
Ficedula hypoleuca Pied Flycatcher 2023 30
Lagopus lagopus Red Grouse 2023 5
Larus argentatus Herring Gull 2023 2834
Limosa lapponica Bar-tailed Godwit 2017 10
Linaria cannabina Linnet 2023 1046
Locustella naevia Grasshopper Warbler 2022 31
Melanitta nigra Common Scoter 2023 14
Motacilla flava Yellow Wagtail 2022 44
Muscicapa striata Spotted Flycatcher 2023 90
Numenius arquata Curlew 2024 402
Passer domesticus House Sparrow 2024 5053




Passer montanus Tree Sparrow 2022 4
Phylloscopus sibilatrix Wood Warbler 2024 111
Pluvialis apricaria Golden Plover 2022 36
Poecile montanus Willow Tit 2023 34
Poecile palustris Marsh Tit 2023 4
Prunella modularis Dunnock 2023 4770
Prunella modularis occidentalis | Hedge Accentor 2023 1
Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax Chough 2020 5
Pyrrhula pyrrhula Bullfinch 2024 2916
Sturnus vulgaris Starling 2023 3329
Turdus philomelos Song Thrush 2023 3415
Turdus torquatus Ring Ouzel 2020 15
Vanellus vanellus Lapwing 2023 308

Source: Nature Recovery Action Plan Baseline Data, Caerphilly County Borough Council (2026)




Table 4: Section 7 Species (Fish) found in Caerphilly from 2015 onwards

Scientific Name

Common Name

Year of most recent record

Number of records from 2015 onwards

Salmo trutta

Brown/Sea Trout

2021

5

Anguilla anguilla

European Eel

2024

1

Source: Nature Recovery Action Plan Baseline Data, Caerphilly County Borough Council (2026)




Table 5: Section 7 Species (Amphibians and Reptiles) found in Caerphilly from 2015 onwards

Scientific Name

Common Name

Year of most recent record

Number of records from 2015 onwards

Anguis fragilis Slow-worm 2024 71
Bufo bufo Common Toad 2024 50
Natrix helvetica Grass Snake 2022 9
Triturus cristatus Great Crested Newt 2024 51
Vipera berus Adder 2023 21
Zootoca vivipara Common Lizard 2024 63

Source: Nature Recovery Action Plan Baseline Data, Caerphilly County Borough Council (2026)




Table 6: Section 7 Species (Invertebrates) found in Caerphilly from 2015 onwards

Scientific Name

Common Name

Year of most recent record

Number of records from 2015 onwards

Acronicta psi Grey Dagger 2021 43
Acronicta rumicis Knot Grass 2024 144
Adscita statices Forester 2022 16
Agrochola lychnidis Beaded Chestnut 2020 33
Allophyes oxyacanthae Green-brindled Crescent 2023 33
Amphipoea oculea Ear Moth 2022 6
Amphipyra tragopoginis Mouse Moth 2023 13
Anania funebris White-spotted Sable 2023 3
Anchoscelis helvola Flounced Chestnut 2023 24
Anchoscelis litura Brown-spot Pinion 2023 21
Apamea anceps Large Nutmeg 2021 1
Apamea remissa Dusky Brocade 2024 55
Aporophyla lutulenta Deep-brown Dart 2020 2
Arctia caja Garden Tiger 2024 57
Atethmia centrago Centre-barred Sallow 2023 50
Austropotamobius pallipes White-clawed Crayfish 2018 2
Boloria selene Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 2024 56
Bombus humilis Brown-Banded Carder Bee 2023 6
Brachylomia viminalis Minor Shoulder-knot 2020 1
Caradrina morpheus Mottled Rustic 2024 76
Ceramica pisi Broom Moth 2024 52
Chesias legatella Streak 2023 8
Chiasmia clathrata Latticed Heath 2023 156
Cirrhia icteritia Sallow 2023 34
Coenonympha pamphilus Small Heath 2024 150
Cupido minimus Small Blue 2020 2




Cymatophorina diluta Oak Lutestring 2020 1
Diarsia rubi Small Square-spot 2024 86
Ecliptopera silaceata Small Phoenix 2024 162
Ennomos erosaria September Thorn 2024 73
Ennomos fuscantaria Dusky Thorn 2024 131
Ennomos quercinaria August Thorn 2024 11
Erynnis tages Dingy Skipper 2024 76
Eugnorisma glareosa Autumnal Rustic 2021 10
Eulithis mellinata Spinach 2021 1
Euphydryas aurinia Marsh Fritillary 2024 72
Fabriciana adippe High Brown Fritillary 2021

Hemaris tityus Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth 2019

Hemistola chrysoprasaria Small Emerald 2023 13
Hepialus humuli Ghost Moth 2022 19
Hipparchia semele Grayling 2024 35
Hoplodrina blanda Rustic 2024 71
Hydraecia micacea Rosy Rustic 2023 54
Lasiommata megera Wall 2024 14
Leptidea sinapis Wood White 2018 1
Leucania comma Shoulder-striped Wainscot 2024 63
Litoligia literosa Rosy Minor 2024 39
Lucanus cervus Stag Beetle 2023 2
Lycia hirtaria Brindled Beauty 2024 132
Malacosoma neustria Lackey 2023 1
Melanchra persicariae Dot Moth 2024 182
Melanthia procellata Pretty Chalk Carpet 2024 11
Meloe proscarabaeus Black Oil-beetle 2024 3
Meloe violaceus Violet Oil-beetle 2022 1
Mniotype adusta Dark Brocade 2022 5




Orthonama vittata Oblique Carpet 2023 3
Orthosia gracilis Powdered Quaker 2024 23
Perizoma albulata Grass Rivulet 2022 57
Rhizedra lutosa Large Wainscot 2019 7
Satyrium w-album White-letter Hairstreak 2022 3
Scopula marginepunctata Mullein Wave 2021 1
Scotopteryx chenopodiata Shaded Broad-bar 2024 21
Spilosoma lubricipeda White Ermine 2024 82
Spilosoma lutea Buff Ermine 2024 241
Stilbia anomala Anomalous 2021 6
Tholera cespitis Hedge Rustic 2019 16
Tholera decimalis Feathered Gothic 2021 29
Timandra comae Blood-vein 2024 42
Tyria jacobaeae Cinnabar 2024 168
Watsonalla binaria Oak Hook-tip 2024 16
Xanthorhoe ferrugata Dark-barred Twin-spot Carpet 2024 64
Xestia agathina Heath Rustic 2020 2

Source: Nature Recovery Action Plan Baseline Data, Caerphilly County Borough Council (2026)




Table 7: Section 7 Species Plants) found in Caerphilly from 2015 onwards

Year of most recent Number of records from 2015
Scientific Name Common Name record onwards
Centaurea cyanus Cornflower 2021 2
Chamaemelum nobile Chamomile 2021 2
Clinopodium acinos Basil Thyme 2015 1
Coeloglossum viride Frog Orchid 2020 12
Dianthus armeria Deptford Pink 2024 12
Euphrasia officinalis subsp. anglica | English Sticky Eyebright 2022 1
Euphrasia officinalis subsp. Large-flowered Sticky
pratensis Eyebright 2015 2
Hypopitys monotropa Yellow Bird's-nest 2024 4
Oenanthe fistulosa Tubular Water-dropwort 2021 1
Stellaria palustris Marsh Stitchwort 2023 1
Vicia orobus Wood Bitter-vetch 2015 2

Source: Nature Recovery Action Plan Baseline Data, Caerphilly County Borough Council (2026)




Table 8: Section 7 Species (Lichens, Mosses and Liverworts) found in Caerphilly from 2015 onwards

Scientific Name

Common Name

Year of most recent record

Number of records from 2015 onwards

Usnea articulata A lichen 2024 2
Barbilophozia kunzeana Bog Pawwort 2023 4
Habrodon perpusillus Lesser Squirrel-tail Moss 2020 1

Source: Nature Recovery Action Plan Baseline Data, Caerphilly County Borough Council (2026)




Table 9: Section 7 Species (Fungi) found in Caerphilly from 2015 onwards

Scientific Name

Common Name

Year of most recent record

Number of records from 2015 onwards

Entoloma bloxamii s. lat. Big Blue Pinkgill 2022 1
Hygrocybe spadicea Date Waxcap 2018 1
Hypocreopsis rhododendri Hazel Gloves 2020 1
Clavaria zollingeri Violet Coral 2023 2

Source: Nature Recovery Action Plan Baseline Data, Caerphilly County Borough Council (2026)




Table 10: Section 7 Species no longer recorded (historic)

Taxon Scientific Name Row Labels Total Number of Records | Year of Most Recent Record
terrestrial mammal | Arvicola amphibius European Water Vole 18 2011
terrestrial mammal | Martes martes Pine Marten 3 1997
terrestrial mammal | Sciurus vulgaris Eurasian Red Squirrel 39 1980
bird Anser albifrons White-fronted Goose 1 1945
bird Crex crex Corncrake 5 1973
bird Cygnus columbianus Tundra Swan 13 2011
bird Cygnus columbianus bewickii | Bewick's Swan 1 1981
bird Emberiza calandra Corn Bunting 1 1984
bird Lanius collurio Red-backed Shrike 1 1894
bird Linaria flavirostris Twite 4 1995
bird Lullula arborea Woodlark 5 2011
bird Perdix perdix Grey Partridge 33 2011
bird Streptopelia turtur Turtle Dove 17 2014
fish Lampetra fluviatilis River Lamprey 1 1918
fish Salmo salar Atlantic Salmon 15 2014
invertebrate Bembidion testaceum Pale Pin-palp 3 1896
invertebrate Carabus monilis Necklace Ground Beetle 2 2004
invertebrate Boloria euphrosyne Pearl-bordered Fritillary 37 1989
invertebrate Limenitis camilla White Admiral 1 1997
invertebrate Pyrgus malvae Grizzled Skipper 2013
invertebrate Bombus sylvarum Shrill Carder Bee 2000
invertebrate Chesias rufata Broom-tip 42 2012
invertebrate Cirrhia gilvago Dusky-lemon Sallow 1 1999
invertebrate Epirrhoe galiata Galium Carpet 24 2012
invertebrate Euxoa nigricans Garden Dart 18 2007
invertebrate Euxoa tritici White-line Dart 5 1999




invertebrate Graphiphora augur Double Dart 9 2012
invertebrate Helotropha leucostigma Crescent 4 1999
invertebrate Macaria wauaria V-moth 10 2001
invertebrate Rheumaptera hastata hastata | Argent & Sable 1 1930
invertebrate Xestia castanea Neglected Rustic 32 2012
invertebrate Lipsothrix nervosa Southern Yellow Splinter 11 2000
invertebrate Lipsothrix nobilis Scarce Yellow Splinter 4 2005
flowering plant Galeopsis angustifolia Red Hemp-nettle 3 71990
flowering plant Gentianella campestris Field Gentian 2 1982
flowering plant Gymnadenia conopsea Common Fragrant-orchid 1 1995
flowering plant Hieracium angustatiforme Small-leaved Hawkweed 3 1908
flowering plant Hieracium radyrense Radyr Hawkweed 2 1955
flowering plant Hordeum marinum Sea Barley 1 1984
flowering plant Luronium natans Floating Water-plantain 2 1986
flowering plant Pseudorchis albida Small-white Orchid 1 1879
flowering plant Sorbus minima Least Whitebeam 1 1973
flowering plant Trollius europaeus Globeflower 3 1975
lichen Collema fragrans A lichen 1 1983
lichen Lecanora sublivescens A lichen 1 1988
lichen Protopannaria pezizoides A lichen 2 1985
lichen Psorotichia schaereri A lichen 2 1984
lichen Usnea florida Witches' Whiskers Lichen 3 2014
clubmoss Lycopodium clavatum Stag's-horn Clubmoss 3 2004
fungus Geoglossum atropurpureum | Dark-Purple Earthtongue 2 2010
fungus Microglossum olivaceum Olive Earthtongue 10 2009

Source: Nature Recovery Action Plan Baseline Data, Caerphilly County Borough Council (2026)




Table 11: Broad Habitats within Caerphilly County Borough and the South East Wales region

Broad Area (Ha) Percentage of Land within Percentage of the Total
Habitat the County Borough (%) Habitat within the Region (%)
Enclosed Farmland 8647 31.2 10.5
Semi-Natural Grassland 4951 17.9 40.7
Woodland 4887 17.6 21.9
Urban 4783 17.2 24.5
Mountains, Moors, and Heath 4111 14.8 25.1
Freshwater 309 1.1 10.6

Source: Welsh Information for Nature Based Solutions, Natural Resource Wales (2025)




Table 12: Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) within Caerphilly County Borough

Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) Grade Area (Ha) Percentage of the County Borough (%)
Grade 1 (Excellent) 15.05 0.05
Grade 2 (Good) 357.94 1.29
Grade 3 (Good to Moderate) 435.87 1.57
Grade 4 (Moderate) 3138.12 11.31
Grade 5 (Poor) 9680.92 34.9
Grade 6 (Very Poor) 4173.47 15.1

Source: ALC, Welsh Government (2019)




Table 13: Climate Change drivers and resulting pressures

Pressures Habitats Impacted Potential Impacts
Changing Weather Patterns Enclosed Farmland, Inconsistent weather for growing crops and
Freshwater, managing livestock, loss of habitat, increased

Mountains, Moorlands and Heath,
Semi Natural Grasslands,

risk of wildfires, loss of species, increased
risk of flooding, reduced water quality, soil

Urban, and degradation, increased risk of pests and
Woodlands disease, changes in carbon sequestration,
changes in land suitability.
Increased Water Temperature Freshwater Changes in species population, increased

risk of invasive species.

Source: State of Natural Resources Report, Natural Resource Wales (2025)




Table 14: Pollution drivers and resulting pressures

Pressures Assets Impacted Potential Impacts
Air Pollution Enclosed Farmland, Acidification of rivers, ponds and lakes,
Freshwater, impacts on ecosystem services, increased
Mountains, Moors and Heath, levels of greenhouse gases, increased levels
Semi Natural Grasslands, of nitrogen, reduction in species richness in
Urban, and both animal and plant species, increased
Woodland. carbon intake, soil acidification, harmful to
human health and well-being.
Water Pollution Enclosed Farmland, Excessive nutrient content in rivers, lakes
Freshwater, and ponds, less species diversity,
Mountains, Moors and Heath, and eutrophication due to fertiliser use, poor soil
Urban. condition, overexploitation.
Land Pollution Enclosed Farmland, and Less diverse species, eutrophication due to
Urban fertiliser use, poor soil condition, decreased
water quality, land contamination, lower value
of land, decreased tourism, decline in health
and well-being.
Noise Pollution Urban. Poor quality of life, decline in health levels.

Source: State of Natural Resources Report, Natural Resource Wales (2025)




Table 15: Land Use Change drivers and resulting pressures

Pressures

Assets Impacted

Potential Impacts

Agricultural Intensification

Enclosed Farmland,
Freshwater,

Mountains, Moors and Heath,
Semi Natural Grassland,

Loss of habitat, deforestation, species
decline, increased habitat fragmentation,
increased flood risk, pollution, lack of buffer
zones for priority species, soil compaction,

Urban, and fertiliser application, depletion of pollinators.
Woodland.

Built Development and Infrastructure Enclosed Farmland, Loss of high-grade agricultural land,
Freshwater, increased risk of flooding, loss of habitat,
Semi Natural Grassland, increased carbon footprint, consumes more
Urban, and natural resources, increases in landfill and
Woodland. waste, overexploitation.

Competing Land Use

Enclosed Farmland,
Semi Natural Grassland, and
Woodlands.

Creation leads to possible loss of other
habitats, loss of green areas for built
development.

Insufficient Management

Mountains, Moors and Heath,
Semi Natural Grassland, and
Woodland.

Decline in species and habitat, overgrazing,
lower livestock production, lower food growth
productivity, designated sites not managed
effectively, poor connectivity, quality of sites
deteriorates.

Unmanaged Access, Sport and Recreational
Activity

Mountains, Moors and Heath, and
Semi Natural Grassland.

Pollution (noise and air), physical damage,

Historic Inappropriate Afforestation

Mountains, Moors and Heath.

Loss of habitat and species.

Physical Modifications

Freshwater.

Reduced ecosystem resilience, impacts
species movement and migration, loss of
habitat, loss of connectivity,

Source: State of Natural Resources Report, Natural Resource Wales (2025)




Table 16: Invasive and Non-Native Species drivers and resulting pressures

Pressures

Assets Impacted

Potential Impacts

Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS)

Freshwater,

Mountains, Moors and Heath,
Semi Natural Grasslands, and
Urban.

Outcompete native species, loss of some
species, structural impacts on river and canal
banks, increased threat of flooding, threat to
ecosystem delivery and connectivity,
uncontrolled growth, impacts on built
structures and environmental systems.

Pests and Diseases

Enclosed Farmland, and
Woodlands.

Tree loss, loss of species, decline in tree
health, deforestation.

Source: State of Natural Resources Report, Natural Resource Wales (2025)




